Celebrating 25 years of
creating a culture of
academic success

11.15.25
6:00PM - 10:00PM

Wilshire Grand Caterers
West Orange, New Jersey
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BENEFIT COMMITTEE

JENNIFER CLARK YOUNG, BENEFIT CHAIR

TAMI GAINES

EVELYN GAY
LAINI HESTER
DEBORAH HIRSCH
JOANN MCCULLOUGH
SANDRA COOK MCKNIGHT
CHRISTINA JOSEPH ROBINSON
REV. ALLEN SHELTON
JUSTIN THOMPSON

TERRY TRIGG-SCALES

SUE YOUNG
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MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

JULIE

CERF

Julie Cerf has worked in the nonprofit sector in New Jersey and
New York since 1988. As the first executive director of the
Schumann Fund for New Jersey, she established a grant-making
program devoted to improving early childhood education in
Newark and addressing environmental protection statewide. She
was also a Program Officer at the Victoria Foundation in the mid
1990s. From 1991 to 2003, Julie was a founding board member
and President of the Montclair Fund for Educational Excellence.
Career highlights include interim executive director positions at
nine nonprofit groups in New York and New Jersey between 2014
and 2023, where she guided agencies through leadership change.

In the early 2000s, at the request of then Montclair Schools
Superintendent Michael J. Osnato, Julie and JoAnn McCullough
co-chaired a community advisory board which monitored a
federal grant aimed at reducing racial isolation at Montclair
High School for five years. During this assignment, she and
JoAnn began a longstanding relationship based on mutual trust
and admiration.

For IMANI, Julie has volunteered as a college essay writing
coach, written grant proposals, advised on strategic planning,
and has been a fan and cheerleader for over 25 years,



THIS EVENING'’S
ENTERTAINMENT

DJ

DJ TAH has been in the business for
over 15 years. He plays for all types of
events throughout the tri-state area.
He’'s known for his clean, classy,
mature music, but creates playlists to
your liking.



THIS EVENING'’S
VISUALS

PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR THE EVENING
BY HAN FLOW STUDIOS

At Han Flow Studios, we bring an
intimate simplicity to storytelling for
each event and production. Our creative
visuals encapsulate emotion, movement,
and atmosphere. Real moments are
unforgettable stories and our goal is to
help you relive those moments for a

lifetime. Han C.
@hanflowstudios
862-399-7835

DIGITAL PROGRAM
DESIGNED BY

TYNIA THOMASSIE
TYNIATHOMASSIE@GMAIL.COM
973-698-7123




IMANI BOARD OF TRUSTEES

LISTED ALPHABETICALLY

EVELYN GAY SANDRA COOK MCKNIGHT
MEMBER AT LARGE MEMBER AT LARGE
LAINI HESTER CHRISTINA JOSEPH ROBINSON

MEMBER AT LARGE MEMBER AT LARGE



IMANI BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AND LINKED BIOGRAPHIES

JOANN MCCULLOUGH TERRY TRIGG-SCALES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHAIRPERSON
TAMI GAINES JENNIFER CLARK YOUNG

INTERIM TREASURER INTERIM SECRETARY



IMANI BOARD OF TRUSTEES
LISTED ALPHABETICALLY

REV. ALLEN SHELTON JUSTIN THOMPSON

MEMBER AT LARGE MEMBER AT LARGE




THE EVENING'S HONOREE

JoAnn McCullough
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF IMANI

JoAnn McCullough has been Executive Director of IMANI
since its inception. A passionate advocate for improving
achievement for all students, McCullough has been
instrumental in securing foundation and community support
for innovative programs that encourage students of color to
enroll in more challenging classes and provide the support
they need to succeed academically.

McCullough is a past president of the Montclair Fund for
Educational Excellence and past vice president of the
Montclair Film Board of Trustees. She currently serves as
president of the Montclair Public Library Board of Trustees.



The McCullough Family

“Caudtain meydelf with the love of family.”
W@w %ﬂgelow

Standing: Son-in-law Cornell Sims and husband, John McCullough

Left to right:
Daughter, Erika Sims,
Grandson, Julien Sims,

Daughter, Monique McCullough,
JoAnn McCullough,
Daughter, Jasmine McCullough



Chamily cd where life begind and love wever endd.”
Orate Pintrey

BACK ROW:
Woodrow Smith, Jr., brother
JoAnn McCullough,
Evella Smith, sister
Dane Clark Smith, brother

SEATED, FRONT ROW:
Patricia Swan, sister
Josie Mae Smith, mother
Ruby Ella Carney, sister



Grandchilden ate the dotd
that connect the lined from
gé//&@/o@z%’m/& Co g@//w/ba/to'm/&.

Julian Anthony Sims

Gracyn Lily Sims



Fter 25 wonderful years of bearning, laughter, and
W’é/% iéwmé&dag/g/o«o%yewwmwwdéyéﬁwﬁ
@ joy, and § will forever carry its spinit of curiosity
and, compassion with me.”



JoAnn McCullough’s
Development of IMANI

JoAnn McCullough and
Author Ibram X. Kendi



Hans Dekker, President, Community Fund of New Jersey
Luis Schuchinski,retired Bestfoods VP and IMANI donor
Julie Cerf, Master of Ceremonies and Former IMANI Board Member
Annette Strickland, Former Executive Director of Schumann Fund of NJ

JoAnn McCullough and Rev. John A. Mennell, Rector
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church of Montclair
speaking with IMANI students.



IMANI at work

Inspiring

DENISE LEWIS PATRICK
ACCLAIMED CHILDREN’'S BOOK AUTHOR
READING TO IMANI STUDENTS



IMANI at work

Tutoring

Mentoring

Creating



MEET THE BOARD

TERRY TRIGG-SCALES
CHAIRPERSON

Terry Trigg-Scales is the former Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment for the
Montclair Public Schools. Having retired after serving the
school district for 38 years as teacher, assistant principal,
Assistant to the Superintendent, principal, Director of
Curriculum, and Assistant Superintendent, she has
returned to the district in interim roles.

She served as Interim Principal at Mt. Hebron Middle
School and twice as Principal at Montclair High School.
Throughout her career, Terry has worked at Nishuane,
Northeast, Mt. Hebron, Glenfield, Hillside, and MHS. She has
served as an administrator at the elementary, middle and
high school levels. At Central Office, she was assigned as
the liaison to Imani in 2002. Since that time, she has been
a member of the Imani Advisory Board and later became a
Board Trustee. In 2023 she was asked by Executive Director,
JoAnn McCullough to step up as Chairperson. It has been
Terry’'s sincere pleasure to work with, who she
affectionately has referred to as “The Imani Ladies”.
Together, they have developed and implemented programs
that have withstood the test of time, to serve the students
of the Montclair Public Schools and to close the gaps in
opportunity and achievement.



TAMI GAINES
INTERIM TREASURER

Tami C. Gaines has spent her
career helping companies and
people grow. As a motivational
speaker and trainer, Tami has
transformed audiences as large
as 800,000 people. Through her
firm, Sage Enterprises, LLC, she
helps mid-sized companies
break through growth
challenges, Tami has guided
business and marketing strategy
for global brands like Marriott,
Wells Fargo, Unilever, Facebook/
Meta and Microsoft. One of her
proudest accomplishments
began twenty years ago, as a
mom and PTA Co-President,
when she reached out to JoAnn
McCullough with an idea: a
reading program for K-2
students. With Imani’s support
and the help of other moms, the
Mini-Imani Reading Program
was born. Fifteen years later
Tami serves as Imani’s Interim
Treasurer, committed as ever to
the mission of empowering
students to dream bigger and
aim higher.

JENNIFER CLARK YOUNG
INTERIM SECRETARY

Jennifer Clark Young has
been a Montclair resident
for more than 20 years. She
is a small business banker
and loan officer by
profession, and has actively
contributed to the
community through
volunteer service, including
years of involvement with
the PTA as her daughter and
son progressed through the
district schools for over 15
years, Jennifer has been
privileged to support Imani
Inc., serving in various roles,
from a volunteer with Mini
Imani to being a Board
Member. Most recently, she
has worked as an Essay
Writing Coach with the
College Advocacy Center,
helping students strengthen
their college applications.
She is deeply committed to
Imani’s mission of
supporting diverse learners
and advancing educational
equity across Montclair.



EVELYN GAY
MEMBER AT LARGE

Evelyn Gay was one of
IMANI'S founding board
members and has been a
member of IMANI since its
inception. She is also active
as a college application
essay writing coach with
IMANI's College Advocacy
Center.

Evelyn has a B.S. degree in
Communications from
Temple University and an
MBA from Pace University.
She has been an
international financial
analyst for Sony Music and a
technical financial systems
analyst for Prudential
Financial. Her son is a
graduate of Montclair Public
schools.

LAINI HESTER
MEMBER AT LARGE

Laini Hester is a Montclair
resident and former pro-
fessional dancer who per-
formed with the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater
and Martha Graham Dance
Ensemble. With extensive
experience in education as
a dance teacher, middle
school advisor, and
admissions asso-ciate at
private schools, she brings
a passionate commit-ment
to supporting students
from marginalized
communities. Her volunteer
work with Oliver Scholars
(NYC), SEEDS - Access
Changes Everything
(Newark), and Friends of
Howe House (Montclair)
reflects her dedication to
educational equity.



SANDRA COOK MCKNIGHT CHRISTINA JOSEPH ROBINSON

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sandra Cook McKnight is
presently retired from
Watchung School and
throughout her 50 years of
teaching she has held
several positions including
School Testing, Math
Coordinator and Gifted/
Talented Coordinator, and
RTI Instructor. She was
involved in several after
school enrichment
programs including STARS,
the LEAP program, and Mini
Imani. Within the
community she has been
involved with NCNW, UWF,
SPRC at St. Mark’s, and she
is active within the NAACP,
The Teachers Club of
Montclair and the Freedom
School at St. Mark’s as the
Site Testing Manager.

MEMBER AT LARGE

Christina Joseph
Robinson brings
valuable perspective as
both a Montclair Public
Schools graduate and
parent of two daughters
currently in the district.
As Deputy Executive
Editorial Director at
Group SJR, her expertise
in commuhnications will
be invaluable to IMANI's
outreach efforts. Her
active involvement with
her children's PTAs, the
MHS School of Visual
and Performing Arts
Booster Club, and as
treasurer of Girl Scouts
Troop 22774
demonstrates her
commitment to
education and youth
development.



REV. ALLEN SHELTON
MEMBER AT LARGE

Rev. Allen Shelton is a 35
year educator focusing on
life skills development and
career education. He started
his teaching career in the
Chicago Public Schools while
attending Seminary. He
established a number of
career exploration programs
with the Chicago Public
Schools After School Matters
Initiative. In 2010, Rev.
Shelton founded the Good
Success Academies
organization to continue his
educational work. He has
served as its Executive
Director for 15 years. He is
currently Pastor of Presby-
terian Church in Bloomfield,
NJ.

JUSTIN THOMPSON
MEMBER AT LARGE

Justin Thompson, a lifelong
Montclair resident and MHS
graduate, currently leads
the Fire Prevention Bureau
for Montclair Township and
Glen Ridge Borough. With
master's degrees in
Behavioral and Decision
Sciences from the
University of Pennsylvania
and Public Administration
from New York University,
he brings analytical
expertise and deep
commuhnity connect-ions.
As Second Vice President of
his local NAACP chapter, he
continues his commit-ment
to equity and community
service.



THE EVENING’S
BUFFET MENU

APPETIZERS

Cold Tuscan Display Table

Imported and Domestic Cured Meats, Fresh Garden
Crudite with Ranch Dressing,
Carved Fruit Platter, A Selection of Fresh-Cut
Cheeses From Around the World,
Grilled Vegetables, Pasta Salads..

DINNER BUFFET

Tossed Garden Salad
Chicken Savoy
Salmon in Lemon Butter Sauce
Veal Parmesan
Penne a La Vodka
Creen Beans Almondine
Oven Roasted Rosemary Potatoes

DESSERT

French and Italian Cookies and Pastries
Coffee, Tea, Sodas



THE EVENING’S
PROGRAM

CHAT, CHEW AND COCKTAILS

PLEASE VISIT THE STEP AND REPEAT
PHOTOS BY HANFLOWSTUDIOS

WELCOME

JOANN MCCULLOUGH
EX. DIRECTOR, IMANI

THE OCCASION

JULIE MICOU CERF
MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

INVOCATION
REV. ALLEN SHELTON

BUFFET OPENS
MuUsiICc BY DJ TAH

PLEASE VISIT THE GIVING TREE
AND BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS



THE EVENING’S PROGRAM
CONTINUED

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS AND EXPRESSIONS

FORMER SUPERINTENDENT

DR. FRANK ALVAREZ
2003-2012

TEACHER

RACHEL CHELIUS
ENGLISH, MONTCLAIR HIGH SCHOOL

PARENT

DIANE TYREE ANGLIN
DENVER, CLASS OF 2018

STUDENT

SHAKIRA BRIGHTLY
CLASS OF 2015

BOARD OF TRUSTEES' PRESENTATION

TERRY TRIGG-SCALES
CHAIRPERSON AND BOARD



THE EVENING’S
PROGRAM CONTINUED)

SALUTATIONS

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF
MONTCLAIR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DR. FELICE HARRISON-CRAWFORD

MAYOR, TOWNSHIP OF MONTCLAIR
THE HONORABLE DR. RENEE BASKERVILLE

FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
PLEASE KEEP COMMENTS TO ONE MINUTE

CELEBRATE WITH CAKE, COFFEE AND
DANCING

MUSIC BY DJ TAH

THANK YOU TO OUR
BENEFIT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

AND THANK YOU FOR SPENDING
THIS EVENING WITH US!
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Dear Family & Friends,

It is a joy to welcome you tonight to IMANI’s 25th Anniversary Benefit Celebration.
This evening is more than a milestone — it is a gathering of family, friends, and
partners who have stood with us, believed in our mission, and helped make our
work possible.

When IMANI began 25 years ago, we could only dream of the impact that faith,
hope, and community would create together. Tonight, as | reflect on these years, |
see faces and hear stories of lives changed, challenges overcome, and a legacy of
compassion that continues to grow. None of this would have been possible
without you — your support, prayers, generosity, and steadfast belief in what we
could achieve together.

This celebration is especially meaningful for me as | also mark my retirement after
25 years of service. | cannot think of a better way to begin this new chapter than
by sharing this moment with all of you. My heart is full of gratitude — for the
opportunity to serve, for the friendships formed, and for the collective spirit that
has carried IMANI from its earliest days to this milestone moment.

As we look toward the future, | know that IMANI’s mission is in strong hands and
that the seeds planted will continue to bear fruit for years to come. With your

continued love and support, the next 25 years will shine even brighter.

Thank you for being here, for celebrating with us, and for being such an essential
part of the IMANI story.

With love and gratitude,

C%%m Woé)wélmq/a

Executive Director
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Our Mission Statement E

Our primary mission is to close the
achievement gap by collaborating with
parents, teachers, and school
administrators, to provide focused
academic and social support for
students of color.

In addition, we seek to create a culture
of academic success that encourages

students and their families to embrace
the goal of a 4-year college education.

We also work to cultivate a spirit of
empathy and engagement that
empowers our future leaders to
commit themselves to community
involvement.



by numbers
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Michelle Alexander
and Carter Stewart

Deb Ellis and
Hal Strelnick

JOAnn and John
McCullough




Montclair Public
Library Foundation




Anonymous

Elise Boddie and
Jon Whitten

LEVEL
JRIIN OIS Evelyn McGee Colbert

Evelyn Gay and
Omotunde’ Mahoney

Sena Messer and
Andrew Gutelle




Patricia and Glenn
Swan

LEVEL
$1,000 donor

Terry Trigg-Scales

Upper Montclair
Dental Associates




Nancy and Frank
Alvarez

Julie and Monty
Cerf

Evelyn Gay and
Omotunde’ Mahoney

Deborah and Peter
Hirsch




Dane Clark Smith

Justin Thompson

Prentiss Thompson

Jennifer and Albert
Young

Joan and Don Zief




TRIBUTES
















The Imani Board of Trustees

Wishes
JoAnn McCullough,

Executive Director,

ENDLESS
Happiness

in your
RETIREMENT!

Thank you

for your
25 years of
leadership,
commitment,

and positive impact
on the lives of

so many students.

You have created

a culture of academic
success that will be your
legacy as Imani has leveled
the playing field for students
of color during your
stewardship.

Enjoy your next
amazing journey!









Cangratulatchns
lo
IMANI

to JofAnn
Best Kegards!

Mike Osnato

Dr. Michael Osnato
Superintendent, Montclair Public Schools
1998-2003




LEADER, VISIONARY, WIFE
MOTHER, NEENA



Congratulations

B v









Rick Santos, the Church World Service
and Crop Hunger Walks
Celebrating JoAnn McCullough
and 25 Years of service with IMANI

We share a love for nurturing
and feeding others

https://charity.org/charities/church-world-service/

Congratulations to JoAnn McCullough
on her well deserved retirement and rest
from her long service and supportive
education to the young people of
Montclair.

Her service of dedication and time spent
to enable the young, from pre-K through
High School, to be the best they can be,

will be missed.

Joe and | wish her enjoyment during the
transition and time to "just" be.

The Lunins



https://charity.org/charities/church-world-service/







BUDGET PRINT CENTER

332 BROAD STREET,
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
973-743-0073

BUDGETPRINT.CENTER@VERIZON.NET

Montclair Flowers and Gifts
(at Lackawanna Station)
Lecawse Yoew Deor / LQ//MJ///J eed oA Reasorn. ..

www.mtcflowers.com
Chad E. Smith

Lead Floral Designer / Managing Member
mtcflowers@gmail.com
1 LACKAWANNA PLAZA SUITE 7

MONTCLAIR, NJ 07052, 862-213-5314 / 973-666-0135

Cheers to 25 years of excellence.
Congratulations Imani!
Congratulations JoAnn!

We are all in this together.
- Jessica @WeAreMontclair

Merit Fine Wine Hours 9a-11p Mon-Thu
973-493-2996 We Deliver! 10a-12a Fri / Sat
599 Bloomfield Ave www.meritfinewines.com 10a-11p Sun
Montclair, NJ Or find us on Doordash




Thank you
Imani and
JoAnn,
for boogying
beyond!

HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY
IMANI !

Don’t
settle for
average.

Unless you’re in the market for it.

CEIL ADKINS CENTURY 21 Gemini LLC

égg %ellevue Avenue Upper Montclair NJ 07043
Real Estate Sales Person https://www.ceiladkins.com

c2l1ceil@optonline.net
www.ceiladkins.com

RELENTLESS
MOVESgwm

©2025 Centur¥ 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved.
CENTURY 21+, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21- are

serv ed by Century

Cenf tate LLC fully s les

of th and the Equal Opportunity Act.
201-888-7763 M ently owned and operated.

Listi med reliable but not

guar:



Crngratutations oo,

D Jitte Lo, Yoty

CONGRATS ON 25 YEARS, IMANI !
GROVE LIQUOR SHOP

EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF
WINE, BEER & LIQUOR

131 GROVE ST.
OPEN MON-SAT 9A - 10P MONTCLAIR, NJ
SUN 1P-8P 973-744-9877

www.magpuretesting.com
tami@magpurehealth.com
Call/Text: 973.632.0651

Backed by Science.
Powered by

Our confidential home health tests offer
unique insights about your body,
empowering you with hard facts to make
informed decisions on how to manage
your health and wellness.




PATRONS




PATRONS

Ingrid Crapps-Davall

Madeline Gale and
Reubena Spence

Alease Griffith
Latifah Jannah

Kenneth King




PATRONS

Jim Quinn

Karla A. Ridley

Jonathan Scales
Cdarson Young

Kimberly Young




student patrons




student patrons

Nina Robinson

Taylor Robinson




Donate to:

IMANI IS AN INDEPENDENT 501(C)3
NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT
RELIES EXCLUSIVELY ON PRIVATE AND

CORPORATE DONATIONS. ALL

DONATIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

AS ALLOWED BY LAW.




Shat s all, folld!



DIGITAL PROGRAM

TO ACCESS THE DIGITAL
PROGRAM FOR THIS EVENING,
SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW




