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I F  YO U  S E E
A N Y T H I N G
U N D E R L I N E D  I N
T H E  P R OG R A M ,
I T  M E A N S
T H E R E  I S  A
H Y P E R L I N K  TO
M O R E  D E TA I L E D
I N F O R M AT I O N .
TA P  T H E
U N D E R L I N E D
I N F O R M AT I O N
A N D  R E A D
M O R E .

W H E N  YO U ’ R E
DO N E ,  C L I C K
“ B AC K  TO
P R O G R A M ”  TO
R E T U R N  TO
W H E R E  YO U
W E R E  I N  T H E
P R OG R A M .

H O W  TO  N AV I G AT E  T H I S  D I G I TA L  P R O G R A M

TO  A DVA N C E  O R
G O  B AC K  A
PAG E ,  U S E  T H E  
<  A N D  >
A R R OW S
AT  T H E  B OT TO M
L E F T  O F  YO U R
P H O N E

TO
M AG N I F Y
YO U R
S C R E E N ,
P I N C H
YO U R
F I N G E R S  
I N  T H E
C E N T E R
A N D  T H E N
S P R E A D
T H E M
A PA R T
D I AG O N A L L Y

TO  Z OO M
O U T  AG A I N ,
P I N C H
YO U R
F I N G E R S  
T O G E T H E R .

T A K E S  Y O U
T O  T H E
N E X T  P A G E



J E N N I F E R  C L A R K  Y O U N G ,  B E N E F I T  C H A I R

TA M I  G A I N E S

E V E L Y N  G AY

L A I N I  H E S T E R

D E B O R A H  H I R S C H

J OA N N  M C C U L L O U G H

S A N D R A  C O O K  M C K N I G H T

C H R I S T I N A  J O S E P H  R O B I N S O N

R E V.  A L L E N  S H E L TO N

J U S T I N  T H O M P S O N

T E R R Y  T R I G G - S C A L E S

S U E  Y O U N G

B E N E F I T   C O M M I T T E E



T H E  P R OG R A M



M I S T R E S S  O F  C E R E M O N I E S

O U R  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

T H E  M E N U

I M A N I ’ S  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

T H E  P R O G R A M
       THE EVENING’S HONOREE, JOANN MCCULLOUGH

               JOANN’S DEVELOPMENT OF IMANI

       PERSONAL REFLECTIONS AND EXPRESSIONS 

       SALUTATIONS

A B O U T  I M A N I

     A LETTER FROM JOANN MCCULLOUGH
      
     MISSION STATEMENT

     IMANI BY NUMBERS

I M A N I ’ S  S P O N S O R S H I P S

T R I B U T E S

I M A N I ’ S  PAT R O N S

D O N AT E

P R O G R A M  S E C T I O N S



J U L I E

C E R F

M I S T R E S S  O F  C E R E M O N I E S

J u l i e  C e r f  h a s  wo r ke d  i n  t h e  n o n p r of i t  s e c to r  i n  N ew  J e r s ey  a n d
N ew  Yo r k  s i n ce  1 9 8 8 .  A s  t h e  f i r s t  exe c u t i ve  d i r e c to r  o f  t h e
S c h u m a n n  F u n d  fo r  N ew  J e r s ey ,  s h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g ra n t - m a k i n g
p r o g ra m  d evo te d  to  i m p r ov i n g  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  e d u ca t i o n  i n
N ewa r k  a n d  a d d r e s s i n g  e nv i r o n m e n t a l  p r o te c t i o n  s t a tew i d e .  S h e
wa s  a l s o  a  P r o g ra m  O f f i ce r  a t  t h e  V i c to r i a  F o u n d a t i o n  i n  t h e  m i d
1 9 9 0 s .  F r o m  1 9 9 1  to  2 0 0 3 ,  J u l i e  wa s  a  fo u n d i n g  b o a r d  m e m b e r
a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  M o n tc l a i r  F u n d  fo r  E d u ca t i o n a l  E xce l l e n ce .
C a r e e r  h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e  i n te r i m  exe c u t i ve  d i r e c to r  p o s i t i o n s  a t
n i n e  n o n p r of i t  g r o u p s  i n  N ew  Yo r k  a n d  N ew  J e r s ey  b e t we e n  2 0 1 4
a n d  2 0 2 3 ,  w h e r e  s h e  g u i d e d  a g e n c i e s  t h r o u g h  l e a d e r s h i p  c h a n g e .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 0 0 s ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e n  M o n tc l a i r  S c h o o l s
S u p e r i n te n d e n t  M i c h a e l  J .  O s n a to ,  J u l i e  a n d  J oA n n  M cC u l l o u g h
co - c h a i r e d  a  co m m u n i t y  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  w h i c h  m o n i to r e d  a
fe d e ra l  g ra n t  a i m e d  a t  r e d u c i n g  ra c i a l  i s o l a t i o n  a t  M o n tc l a i r
H i g h  S c h o o l  fo r  f i ve  ye a r s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  a s s i g n m e n t ,  s h e  a n d
J oA n n  b e g a n  a  l o n g s t a n d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b a s e d  o n  m u t u a l  t r u s t
a n d  a d m i ra t i o n .

F o r  I M A N I ,  J u l i e  h a s  vo l u n te e r e d  a s  a  co l l e g e  e s s ay  w r i t i n g
co a c h ,  w r i t te n  g ra n t  p r o p o s a l s ,  a d v i s e d  o n  s t ra te g i c  p l a n n i n g ,
a n d  h a s  b e e n  a  fa n  a n d  c h e e r l e a d e r  fo r  ove r  2 5  ye a r s ,



DJ  TAH  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r
o v e r  1 5  y e a r s .  H e  p l a y s  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f
e v e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t r i - s t a t e  a r e a .
H e ’ s  k n o w n  f o r  h i s  c l e a n ,  c l a s s y ,
m a t u r e  m u s i c ,  b u t  c r e a t e s  p l a y l i s t s  t o
y o u r  l i k i n g .

T H I S  E V E N I N G ’ S  
E N T E R T A I N M E N T

DJ

TAH



T H I S  E V E N I N G ’ S  
V I S U A L S

DIGITAL PROGRAM  
DESIGNED BY 
TYNIA THOMASSIE
TYNIATHOMASSIE@GMAIL.COM
973-698-7123

P H O T O G R A P H Y  
F O R  T H E  E V E N I N G
B Y  H A N  F L O W  S T U D I O S

A t  H a n  F l o w  S t u d i o s ,  w e  b r i n g  a n
i n t i m a t e  s i m p l i c i t y  t o  s t o r y t e l l i n g  f o r
e a c h  e v e n t  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .  O u r  c r e a t i v e
v i s u a l s  e n c a p s u l a t e  e m o t i o n ,  m o v e m e n t ,
a n d  a t m o s p h e r e .  R e a l  m o m e n t s  a r e
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  s t o r i e s  a n d  o u r  g o a l  i s  t o
h e l p  y o u  r e l i v e  t h o s e  m o m e n t s  f o r  a
l i f e t i m e . H a n  C .

@ h a n f l ows t u d i o s
8 6 2 - 3 9 9 - 7 8 3 5



I M A N I  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

S A N D R A  C O O K  M C K N I G H T
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

L A I N I  H E S T E R
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

C H R I S T I N A  J O S E P H  R O B I N S O N
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

E V E L Y N  G AY
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

LISTED ALPHABETICALLY



J OA N N  M C C U L L O U G H
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

I M A N I  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S
A N D  L I N K E D  B I O G R A P H I E S  

TA M I  G A I N E S
I N T E R I M  T R E AS U R E R

T E R R Y  T R I G G - S C A L E S
C H A I R P E R S O N

J E N N I F E R  C L A R K  Y O U N G
I N T E R I M  S E C R E TA RY



J U S T I N  T H O M P S O N
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

I M A N I  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

R E V.  A L L E N  S H E L TO N
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

LISTED ALPHABETICALLY



THE EVENING’S HONOREE

J oA n n  M c C u l l o u g h
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF IMANI

JoAnn McCullough  has been Executive Director  of  IMANI
since its  inception.  A passionate advocate for  improving
achievement for  al l  students ,  McCullough has been
instrumental  in  securing foundation and community  support
for  innovative programs that  encourage students  of  color  to
enrol l  in  more chal lenging classes and provide the support
they need to succeed academical ly .  

McCullough is  a  past  president of  the Montclair  Fund for
Educational  Excel lence and past  v ice president of  the
Montclair  F i lm Board of  Trustees .  She currently  ser ves as
president of  the Montclair  Publ ic  L ibrar y  Board of  Trustees .



S t a n d i n g :   S o n - i n - l aw  C o r n e l l  S i m s  a n d  h u s b a n d ,  J o h n  M c C u l l o u g h

L e f t  t o  r i g h t :
D a u g h te r ,  E r i ka  S i m s ,

G ra n d s o n ,  J u l i e n  S i m s ,
D a u g h te r ,  M o n i q u e  M c C u l l o u g h ,

J oA n n  M c C u l l o u g h ,
D a u g h te r ,  J a s m i n e  M c C u l l o u g h

The McCullough Family

“I sustain myself with the love of family.”
Maya Angelou



B AC K  R OW :
Wo o d r ow  S m i t h ,  J r . ,  b r o t h e r

J oA n n  M c C u l l o u g h ,
E ve l l a  S m i t h ,  s i s te r

D a n e  C l a r k  S m i t h ,  b r o t h e r

S E AT E D ,  F R O N T  R OW :
P a t r i c i a  S wa n ,  s i s te r

J o s i e  M a e  S m i t h ,  m o t h e r
R u by  E l l a  C a r n ey ,  s i s te r

“Family is where life begins and love never ends.”
 Oprah Winfrey



 Julian Anthony Sims

Grandch i ldr en  ar e  t h e  d o ts  
that  c onn e c t  t h e  l i n e s  f r om 

g en erat i on  t o  g en erat i on .

Gracyn Lily Sims



“After 25 wonderful years of learning, laughter, and
growth, it is time to say goodbye to a community that
has shaped my heart and purpose in countless ways.
Serving the Montclair family has been an honor and
a joy, and I will forever carry its spirit of curiosity
and compassion with me.”



JoAnn McCullough’s 
Development of IMANI

J oA n n  M c C u l l o u g h  a n d
Au t h o r  I b r a m  X .  K e n d i



H a n s  D e k ke r ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  Co m m u n i t y  F u n d  of  N ew  J e r s ey
L u i s  S c h u c h i n s k i , r e t i r e d  B e s t fo o d s  V P  a n d  I M A N I  d o n o r

J u l i e  C e r f ,  M a s te r  o f  Ce r e m o n i e s  a n d  F o r m e r  I M A N I  B o a r d  M e m b e r
A n n e t t e  S t r i c k l a n d ,  F o r m e r  E xe c u t i ve  D i r e c to r  o f  S c h u m a n n  F u n d  of  N J

J oA n n  M c C u l l o u g h  a n d  R ev.  J o h n  A .  M e n n e l l ,  R e c to r
S t .  L u ke ’ s  E p i s co p a l  C h u r c h  of  M o n tc l a i r

s p e a k i n g  w i t h  I M A N I  s t u d e n t s .



D E N I S E  L E W I S  PAT R I C K
ACC L A I M E D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  B OO K  AU T H O R

R E A D I N G  TO  I M A N I  S T U D E N T S

IMANI at work

Inspiring



IMANI at work

Tutoring

Mentoring

Creating



T E R R Y  T R I G G - S C A L E S
C H A I R P E R S O N

Te r r y  Tr i g g - S c a l e s  i s  t h e  fo r m e r  A s s i s t a n t  S u p e r i n te n d e n t
fo r  C u r r i c u l u m ,  I n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  A s s e s s m e n t  fo r  t h e
M o n tc l a i r  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s .  H av i n g  r e t i r e d  a f te r  s e r v i n g  t h e
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  fo r  3 8  ye a r s  a s  te a c h e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l ,
A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  S u p e r i n te n d e n t ,  p r i n c i p a l ,  D i r e c to r  o f
C u r r i c u l u m ,  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  S u p e r i n te n d e n t ,  s h e  h a s
r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  i n te r i m  r o l e s .

She ser ved as  Inter im Principal  at  Mt .  Hebron Middle
School  and twice as  Pr incipal  at  Montclair  High School .
Throughout her  career ,  Terr y  has worked at  Nishuane,
Northeast ,  Mt .  Hebron,  Glenf ield ,  Hi l ls ide,  and MHS.  She has
ser ved as  an administrator  at  the elementar y ,  middle and
high school  levels .  At  Central  Off ice ,  she was assigned as
the l ia ison to Imani  in  2002.  Since that  t ime,  she has been
a member of  the Imani  Advisor y Board and later  became a
Board Trustee.  In  2023 she was asked by Executive Director ,
JoAnn McCullough to step up as  Chairperson.  I t  has been
Terr y ’s  s incere pleasure to work with,  who she
affect ionately  has referred to as  “The Imani  Ladies” .
Together ,  they have developed and implemented programs
that have withstood the test  of  t ime,  to ser ve the students
of  the Montclair  Publ ic  Schools  and to close the gaps in
opportunity  and achievement.

MEET THE BOARD



J E N N I F E R  C L A R K  Y O U N G
INTERIM  SECRETARY

J e n n i f e r  C l a r k  Yo u n g  h a s
b e e n  a  M o n tc l a i r  r e s i d e n t
fo r  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  ye a r s .  S h e
i s  a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  b a n ke r
a n d  l o a n  of f i ce r  by
p r ofe s s i o n ,  a n d  h a s  a c t i ve l y
co n t r i b u te d  to  t h e
co m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h
vo l u n te e r  s e r v i ce ,  i n c l u d i n g
ye a r s  o f  i nvo l ve m e n t  w i t h
t h e  P TA  a s  h e r  d a u g h te r  a n d
s o n  p r o g r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e
d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  fo r  ove r  1 5
ye a r s ,  J e n n i fe r  h a s  b e e n
p r i v i l e g e d  to  s u p p o r t  I m a n i
I n c . ,  s e r v i n g  i n  va r i o u s  r o l e s ,
f r o m  a  vo l u n te e r  w i t h  M i n i
I m a n i  to  b e i n g  a  B o a r d
M e m b e r .  M o s t  r e ce n t l y ,  s h e
h a s  wo r ke d  a s  a n  E s s ay
Wr i t i n g  Co a c h  w i t h  t h e
Co l l e g e  Ad vo ca c y  Ce n te r ,
h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  s t r e n g t h e n
t h e i r  co l l e g e  a p p l i ca t i o n s .
S h e  i s  d e e p l y  co m m i t te d  to
I m a n i ’ s  m i s s i o n  of
s u p p o r t i n g  d i ve r s e  l e a r n e r s
a n d  a d va n c i n g  e d u ca t i o n a l
e q u i t y  a c r o s s  M o n tc l a i r .

TA M I  G A I N E S
I N T E R I M  T R E AS U R E R

Tami C.  Gaines has spent her
career helping companies and
people grow. As a motivational
speaker and trainer ,  Tami has
transformed audiences as large
as 800,000 people.  Through her
f irm, Sage Enterprises,  LLC,  she
helps mid-sized companies
break through growth
challenges,  Tami has guided
business and marketing strategy
for global brands l ike Marriott ,
Wells  Fargo,  Unilever ,  Facebook/
Meta and Microsoft .  One of  her
proudest  accomplishments
began twenty years ago,  as a
mom and PTA Co-President,
when she reached out to JoAnn
McCullough with an idea:  a
reading program for K–2
students.  With Imani ’s  support
and the help of  other moms,  the
Mini-Imani Reading Program
was born.  Fifteen years later
Tami ser ves as Imani ’s  Interim
Treasurer ,  committed as ever to
the mission of  empowering
students to dream bigger and
aim higher.



L A I N I  H E S T E R
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

L a i n i  H e s t e r  i s  a  M o n tc l a i r
r e s i d e n t  a n d  fo r m e r  p r o -
fe s s i o n a l  d a n ce r  w h o  p e r -
fo r m e d  w i t h  t h e  A l v i n  A i l ey
A m e r i ca n  D a n ce  Th e a te r
a n d  M a r t h a  G ra h a m  D a n ce
E n s e m b l e .  Wi t h  ex te n s i ve
ex p e r i e n ce  i n  e d u ca t i o n  a s
a  d a n ce  te a c h e r ,  m i d d l e
s c h o o l  a d v i s o r ,  a n d
a d m i s s i o n s  a s s o - c i a te  a t
p r i va te  s c h o o l s ,  s h e  b r i n g s
a  p a s s i o n a te  co m m i t - m e n t
to  s u p p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s
f r o m  m a r g i n a l i ze d
co m m u n i t i e s .  H e r  vo l u n te e r
wo r k  w i t h  O l i ve r  S c h o l a r s
( N YC ) ,  S E E D S  -  Acce s s
C h a n g e s  E ve r y t h i n g
( N ewa r k ) ,  a n d  F r i e n d s  of
H owe  H o u s e  ( M o n tc l a i r )
r e f l e c t s  h e r  d e d i ca t i o n  to
e d u ca t i o n a l  e q u i t y .

E V E L Y N  G AY
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

E ve l y n  G a y  wa s  o n e  of
I M A N I ’ S  fo u n d i n g  b o a r d
m e m b e r s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a
m e m b e r  of  I M A N I  s i n ce  i t s
i n ce p t i o n .  S h e  i s  a l s o  a c t i ve
a s  a  co l l e g e  a p p l i ca t i o n
e s s ay  w r i t i n g  co a c h  w i t h
I M A N I ' s  Co l l e g e  Ad vo ca c y
Ce n te r .  

E ve l y n  h a s  a  B . S .  d e g r e e  i n
Co m m u n i ca t i o n s  f r o m
Te m p l e  U n i ve r s i t y  a n d  a n
M B A  f r o m  P a ce  U n i ve r s i t y .
S h e  h a s  b e e n  a n
i n te r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l
a n a l ys t  fo r  S o ny  M u s i c  a n d  a
te c h n i ca l  f i n a n c i a l  sys te m s
a n a l ys t  fo r  P r u d e n t i a l
F i n a n c i a l .  H e r  s o n  i s  a
g ra d u a te  of  M o n tc l a i r  P u b l i c
s c h o o l s .



CHRISTINA JOSEPH ROBINSON
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

C h r i s t i n a  J o s e p h
R o b i n s o n  b r i n g s
va l u a b l e  p e r s p e c t i ve  a s
b o t h  a  M o n tc l a i r  P u b l i c
S c h o o l s  g ra d u a te  a n d
p a r e n t  of  t wo  d a u g h te r s
c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
A s  D e p u t y  E xe c u t i ve
E d i to r i a l  D i r e c to r  a t
G r o u p  S J R ,  h e r  ex p e r t i s e
i n  co m m u n i ca t i o n s  w i l l
b e  i nva l u a b l e  to  I M A N I ' s
o u t r e a c h  ef fo r t s .  H e r
a c t i ve  i nvo l ve m e n t  w i t h
h e r  c h i l d r e n ' s  P TA s ,  t h e
M H S  S c h o o l  o f  V i s u a l
a n d  P e r fo r m i n g  A r t s
B o o s te r  C l u b ,  a n d  a s
t r e a s u r e r  o f  G i r l  S co u t s
Tr o o p  2 2 7 7 4
d e m o n s t ra te s  h e r
co m m i t m e n t  to
e d u ca t i o n  a n d  yo u t h
d eve l o p m e n t .

SANDRA COOK MCKNIGHT
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

S a n d r a  C o o k  M c K n i g h t  i s
p r e s e n t l y  r e t i r e d  f r o m
Wa tc h u n g  S c h o o l  a n d
t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  5 0  ye a r s  o f
te a c h i n g  s h e  h a s  h e l d
s eve ra l  p o s i t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g
S c h o o l  Te s t i n g ,  M a t h
Co o r d i n a to r  a n d  G i f te d /
T a l e n te d  Co o r d i n a to r ,  a n d
R T I  I n s t r u c to r .  S h e  wa s
i nvo l ve d  i n  s eve ra l  a f te r
s c h o o l  e n r i c h m e n t
p r o g ra m s  i n c l u d i n g  S TA R S ,
t h e  L E A P  p r o g ra m ,  a n d  M i n i
I m a n i .  Wi t h i n  t h e
co m m u n i t y  s h e  h a s  b e e n
i nvo l ve d  w i t h  N C N W ,  U W F ,
S P R C  a t  S t .  M a r k ’ s ,  a n d  s h e
i s  a c t i ve  w i t h i n  t h e  N A AC P ,
Th e  Te a c h e r s  C l u b  of
M o n tc l a i r  a n d  t h e  F r e e d o m
S c h o o l  a t  S t .  M a r k ’ s  a s  t h e
S i te  Te s t i n g  M a n a g e r .



 J U S T I N  T H O M P S O N
M E M B E R  AT  L A R G E

J u s t i n  Th o m p s o n ,  a  l i fe l o n g
M o n tc l a i r  r e s i d e n t  a n d  M H S
g ra d u a te ,  c u r r e n t l y  l e a d s
t h e  F i r e  P r eve n t i o n  B u r e a u
fo r  M o n tc l a i r  Tow n s h i p  a n d
G l e n  R i d g e  B o r o u g h .  Wi t h
m a s te r ' s  d e g r e e s  i n
B e h av i o ra l  a n d  D e c i s i o n
S c i e n ce s  f r o m  t h e
U n i ve r s i t y  o f  P e n n sy l va n i a
a n d  P u b l i c  Ad m i n i s t ra t i o n
f r o m  N ew  Yo r k  U n i ve r s i t y ,
h e  b r i n g s  a n a l y t i ca l
ex p e r t i s e  a n d  d e e p
co m m u n i t y  co n n e c t - i o n s .
A s  S e co n d  Vi ce  P r e s i d e n t  of
h i s  l o ca l  N A AC P  c h a p te r ,  h e
co n t i n u e s  h i s  co m m i t - m e n t
to  e q u i t y  a n d  co m m u n i t y
s e r v i ce .

R E V.  A L L E N  S H E L TO N
MEMBER AT LARGE

R ev.  A l l e n  S h e l t o n  i s  a  3 5
ye a r  e d u ca to r  fo c u s i n g  o n
l i fe  s k i l l s  d eve l o p m e n t  a n d
ca r e e r  e d u ca t i o n .  H e  s t a r te d
h i s  te a c h i n g  ca r e e r  i n  t h e
C h i ca g o  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  w h i l e
a t te n d i n g  S e m i n a r y .  H e
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  n u m b e r  of
ca r e e r  ex p l o ra t i o n  p r o g ra m s
w i t h  t h e  C h i ca g o  P u b l i c
S c h o o l s  A f te r  S c h o o l  M a t te r s
I n i t i a t i ve .  I n  2 0 1 0 ,  R ev.
S h e l to n  fo u n d e d  t h e  G o o d
S u cce s s  Aca d e m i e s
o r g a n i za t i o n  to  co n t i n u e  h i s
e d u ca t i o n a l  wo r k .  H e  h a s
s e r ve d  a s  i t s  E xe c u t i ve
D i r e c to r  fo r  1 5  ye a r s .  H e  i s
c u r r e n t l y  P a s to r  o f  P r e s by -
te r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  B l o o m f i e l d ,
N J .



T H E  E V E N I N G ’ S
B U F F E T  M E N U

A P P E T I Z E R S

C o l d  Tu s c a n  D i s p l a y  T a b l e

I m p o r te d  a n d  D o m e s t i c  C u r e d  M e a t s ,  F r e s h  G a r d e n
C r u d i te  w i t h  R a n c h  D r e s s i n g ,

C a r ve d  F r u i t  P l a t te r ,  A  S e l e c t i o n  of  F r e s h - C u t
C h e e s e s  F r o m  A r o u n d  t h e  Wo r l d ,
G r i l l e d  Ve g e t a b l e s ,  P a s t a  S a l a d s …

D I N N E R  B U F F E T

D E S S E R T

To s s e d  G a r d e n  S a l a d
C h i c ke n  S avoy

S a l m o n  i n  L e m o n  B u t te r  S a u ce
Ve a l  P a r m e s a n

P e n n e  a  L a  Vo d ka
G r e e n  B e a n s  A l m o n d i n e

Ove n  R o a s te d  R o s e m a r y  P o t a to e s

F r e n c h  a n d  I t a l i a n  Co o k i e s  a n d  P a s t r i e s
Cof fe e ,  Te a ,  S o d a s



THE EVENING’S 
PROGRAM

C H AT ,  C H E W  A N D  C O C K TA I L S

PLEASE VISIT THE STEP AND REPEAT
P H OTO S  B Y  H A N F L OW S T U D I O S

W E L C O M E

J OA N N  M C C U L L O U G H
E X .  D I R E C TO R ,  I M A N I

T H E  O C C A S I O N

J U L I E  M I C O U  C E R F  
M I S T R E S S  O F  C E R E M O N I E S

 P L E A S E  V I S I T  T H E  G I V I N G  T R E E
A N D  B U Y  Y O U R  R A F F L E  T I C K E T S  

B U F F E T  O P E N S
DJ  TA HM U S I C  B Y

R E V .  A L L E N  S H E L T O N
I N V O C AT I O N



THE EVENING’S PROGRAM
CONTINUED

P A R E N T
D I A N E  T Y R E E  A N G L I N

D E N V E R ,  C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 8

S T U D E N T
S H A K I R A  B R I G H T L Y

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 5

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S ’  P R E S E N T A T I O N
T E R R Y  T R I G G - S C A L E S

C H A I R P E R S O N  A N D  B O A R D

P E R S O N A L  R E F L E C T I O N S  A N D  E X P R E S S I O N S

F O R M E R  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T
D R .  F R A N K  A L VA R E Z

2 0 0 3 - 2 0 1 2

T E AC H E R
R AC H E L  C H E L I U S

E N G L I S H ,  M O N TC L A I R  H I G H  S C H OO L



T H E  E V E N I N G ’ S
P R O G R A M  C O N T I N U E D )

S A L U TAT I O N S

A S S I S T A N T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  O F
M O N T C L A I R  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

D R .  F E L I C E  H A R R I S O N - C R A W F O R D

M AYO R ,  TOW N S H I P  O F  M O N TC L A I R
T H E  H O N O R A B L E  D R .  R E N E E  B A S K E R V I L L E

C E L E B R AT E  W I T H  C A K E ,  C O F F E E  A N D
DA N C I N G

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  
B E N E F I T  C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S

M U S I C  B Y  D J  T A H

FA M I L Y  M E M B E R S  A N D  F R I E N D S
PLEASE KEEP COMMENTS TO ONE MINUTE

A N D  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  S P E N D I N G
T H I S  E V E N I N G  W I T H  U S !



ABOUT     



Dear Family & Friends,

It is a joy to welcome you tonight to IMANI’s 25th Anniversary Benefit Celebration.
This evening is more than a milestone — it is a gathering of family, friends, and
partners who have stood with us, believed in our mission, and helped make our
work possible.
When IMANI began 25 years ago, we could only dream of the impact that faith,
hope, and community would create together. Tonight, as I reflect on these years, I
see faces and hear stories of lives changed, challenges overcome, and a legacy of
compassion that continues to grow. None of this would have been possible
without you — your support, prayers, generosity, and steadfast belief in what we
could achieve together.

This celebration is especially meaningful for me as I also mark my retirement after
25 years of service. I cannot think of a better way to begin this new chapter than
by sharing this moment with all of you. My heart is full of gratitude — for the
opportunity to serve, for the friendships formed, and for the collective spirit that
has carried IMANI from its earliest days to this milestone moment.

As we look toward the future, I know that IMANI’s mission is in strong hands and
that the seeds planted will continue to bear fruit for years to come. With your
continued love and support, the next 25 years will shine even brighter.

Thank you for being here, for celebrating with us, and for being such an essential
part of the IMANI story.

With love and gratitude,
 

JoAnn McCullough
Executive Director



Our Mission Statement

Our primary mission is to close the
achievement gap by collaborating with
parents, teachers, and school
administrators, to provide focused
academic and social support for
students of color.

In addition, we seek to create a culture
of academic success that encourages
students and their families to embrace
the goal of a 4-year college education.

We also work to cultivate a spirit of
empathy and engagement that
empowers our future leaders to
commit themselves to community
involvement.



by numbers



SPONSORSHIPS



$5,000
donor

LEVEL Deb Ellis and‌ ‌
Hal Strelnick‌
Deb Ellis and‌ ‌
Hal Strelnick‌

JoAnn and John
McCullough‌
JoAnn and John
McCullough‌

Michelle Alexander
and Carter Stewart‌
Michelle Alexander
and Carter Stewart‌



$2,500
donor

LEVEL

Montclair Public‌
‌Library Foundation‌



Evelyn McGee Colbert‌

Evelyn Gay and‌ ‌
Omotunde’ Mahoney‌

Sena Messer and
Andrew Gutelle‌

Elise Boddie and
Jon Whitten

Dean’s 
List

$1,000 donor
LEVEL

Anonymous



Terry Trigg-Scales‌

Patricia and Glenn‌
Swan‌

Upper Montclair
‌Dental Associates 

Dean’s 
List

$1,000 donor
LEVEL



$500 donor
LEVEL

Nancy and Frank‌
Alvarez‌

Deborah and Peter‌
Hirsch‌

Julie and Monty‌ ‌
Cerf‌

Evelyn Gay and‌ ‌
Omotunde’ Mahoney‌



Dane Clark Smith‌

Justin Thompson‌

Prentiss Thompson‌

Jennifer and Albert
Young‌

Joan and Don Zief‌

$500 donor
LEVEL



TRIBUTES











The Imani Board of Trustees
Wishes
 JoAnn McCullough,
Executive Director,

E N D L E S S
Happiness
in your 
RETIREMENT!

Thank you 
for your 

25 years of
leadership,

commitment, 
and positive impact 

on the lives of 
so many students. 

You have created 
a culture of academic

success that will be your
legacy as Imani has leveled

the playing field for students
of color during your

stewardship.
Enjoy your next 

amazing journey!







Congratulations 
to 

IMANI

Best Regards!
Mike Osnato

 and to JoAnn

Dr. Michael Osnato
Superintendent, Montclair Public Schools

 1998-2003



LEADER, VISIONARY, WIFE
MOTHER, NEENA



Congratulations JoAnn







Congratulations to JoAnn McCullough
on her well deserved retirement and rest 
from her long service and supportive
education to the young people of
Montclair.
 
Her service of dedication and time spent
to enable the young, from pre-K through
High School, to be the best they can be, 
will be missed.
 
Joe and I wish her enjoyment during the
transition and time to "just" be.
 

The Lunins

R i c k  S a n t o s ,  t h e  C h u r c h  Wo r l d  S e r v i c e
a n d  C r o p  H u n g e r  Wa l k s  

C e l e b r a t i n g  J o A n n  M c C u l l o u g h  
a n d  2 5  Ye a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  w i t h  I M A N I

We  s h a r e  a  l o v e  f o r  n u r t u r i n g  
a n d  f e e d i n g  o t h e r s

https://charity.org/charities/church-world-service/

https://charity.org/charities/church-world-service/


 
S i s t e r  t o  S i s t e r  C o n g r a t u l a t e s  

M r s .  M c C u l l o u g h  
a n d  2 5  Ye a r s  o f  I M A N I





Cheers to 25 years of excellence.

Congratulations Imani!
Congratulations JoAnn!

We are all in this together. 
- Jessica @WeAreMontclair 

Montclair Flowers and Gifts
(at Lackawanna Station)

Because You Don’t Always Need A Reason...

Chad E. Smith
Lead Floral Designer / Managing Member

mtcflowers@gmail.com
1  LACKAWANNA PLAZA SUITE 7
MONTCLAIR,  NJ 07052,  862-213-5314 /  973-666-0135

www.mtcflowers.com

B U D G E T P R I N T C E N T E R
332 BROAD STREET,  

BLOOMFIELD,  NEW JERSEY 07003
973-743-0073 

B U D G E T P R I N T. C E N T E R @ V E R I ZO N . N E T

Merit Fine Wine   
973-493-2996 
599 Bloomfield Ave
Montclair, NJ

Hours 9a-11p Mon-Thu
10a-12a Fri / Sat  

10a-11p Sun 
We Deliver!

www.meritfinewines.com
Or find us on Doordash



HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY
IMANI !

201-888-7763

Don’t 
settle for
average.
Unless you’re in the market for it.

CEIL ADKINS
Real Estate Sales Person

c21ceil@optonline.net
www.ceiladkins.com

RELENTLESS
MOVESSM

CENTURY 21 Gemini LLC
192 Bellevue Avenue Upper Montclair NJ 07043
973-744-2700
https://www.ceiladkins.com

©2025 Century 21 Real Estate LLC. All rights reserved.
CENTURY 21®, the CENTURY 21 Logo and C21® are
service marks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC.
Century 21 Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles
of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Each office is independently owned and operated.
Listing information is deemed reliable but not
guaranteed accurate.

Thank you
Imani and

JoAnn, 
for boogying

beyond!



Congratulations Jo,
Happy Retirement!
With Love, Terry

Backed by Science.
Powered by Nature.

Our confidential home health tests offer
unique insights about your body,

empowering you with hard facts to make
informed decisions on how to manage

your health and wellness.

www.magpuretesting.com
tami@magpurehealth.com
Call/Text: 973.632.0651

Grove L iquor Shop
Extensive  selection of  
wine ,  beer &  liquor

131  grove st .
montclair ,  nj
973-744-9877

OPEN mon-sat 9A -  10P
        SUN 1P -8P

CONGRATS ON 25 YEARS, IMANI !



PATRONS



PATRONS

Ingr id  Crapps-Daval l

Madel ine  Gale  and
Reubena Spence

Kenneth  K ing

Lat i fah  Jannah

Alease  Gr i f f i th



PATRONS

Carson Young

K imber ly  Young

Jonathan Sca les

Kar la  A .  R id ley

J im Quinn



student patrons



student patrons

Nina Rob inson

Tay lor  Rob inson



Donate to:

I M A N I  I S  A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  5 0 1 ( C ) 3
N OT - F O R - P R O F I T  O R G A N I Z AT I O N  T H AT
R E L I E S  E XC L U S I V E L Y  O N  P R I VAT E  A N D

CO R P O R AT E  DO N AT I O N S .  A L L
D O N AT I O N S  A R E  TA X - D E D U C T I B L E  

AS  A L L OW E D  B Y  L AW.



That’s all, folks! 



TO ACCESS THE DIGITAL
PROGRAM FOR THIS EVENING, 

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW

DIGITAL PROGRAM


